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Letter from the City Manager and City Librarian 
 

The Santa Clarita Public Library (SCPL) just completed its fourth year of operation.  We are 
very proud of the many accomplishments that have been made in such a short time servicing 
the library needs of our communities.  SCPL has become a destination for people of all ages.  
Whether it is to read, search for a job, participate in storytime, or download an e-book from the 
comfort of their own home, it’s clear the residents of our great City are keeping our Libraries 
busy! 

In Fiscal Year 2014-15, the Santa Clarita Public Library received 894,329 Library patron visits, 
circulated 1,500,557 books and materials, issued 15,810 new Library cards, and filled 150,450 
hold requests made by patrons.  We hosted 2,420 programs and welcomed 60,848 patrons of 
all ages at a Library program.  Additionally, we provided 216,173 patrons the use of public 
computers, and 61,400 patrons used the Library’s free Wi-Fi service on their personal devices.  
Finally, visits to the Library’s website increased by nearly 80 percent to 614,268 visits. 

In today’s technology-driven world, libraries provide a unique space for face-to-face cultural 
and community building.  More than just a building with books, libraries provide visitors with 
resources to help them learn, explore, and connect. 

With the celebration of SCPL’s success and a look towards the future, the need for a new 
Library facility in Saugus was identified.  Over the past several months, an extensive and 
engaging needs assessment was conducted, specific to the Saugus community, to solicit 
community feedback, share ideas, and understand what a future Library in the Saugus 
community might look like.  The Saugus Library Center is identified as one of several projects 
and initiatives on the Santa Clarita 2020 plan, which you can review by visiting 
www.santaclarita2020.com . 

This Annual Report provides an overview of some of the highlights of Fiscal Year 2014-15.  We 
appreciate the commitment of the Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library, the Citizens Public 
Library Advisory Committee, and the support of our customers, volunteers, partners, 
advocates, and employees.  We look forward to continuing to provide the community with 
quality Library services and programs. 

 

 
Kenneth W. Striplin               Kelly Behle 
City Manager                City Librarian
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FY 2014-15 Highlights 
July 2014 

The 2014 Summer Reading Program, 
“Paws to Read,” included dog-themed 
activities for school-age children, ceramics 
decorating for teens, and craft sessions for 
adults and seniors. The following is a 
breakdown of the 2014 Summer Reading Program statistics: 

615 babies, toddlers, and preschoolers used early learning activity logs. 

2,864 kindergarten – 6th graders read and reviewed 8,384 books. 

621 teens read and reviewed 650 books. 

860 adults read and reviewed 667 books. 

431 kids and teens completed the California State Library “5 Book Challenge.” 

9,880 people attended 161 Library events (68% increase in attendance from 2013). 

1,849 attendees gathered for 4 special off-site events which took place at various 
locations around the City. 

132 volunteers donated 3,867 hours.  

$24,500 was donated to the Summer Reading Program by the Friends of the Santa 
Clarita Public Library, which paid for many programs and performers. 

27 public school visits were made to promote Summer Reading.  

Santa Clarita Public Library launched a new Kids’ Space website. Students and educators 
can find information on reading programs and lists, databases and websites for help with 
homework, blogs, games, and upcoming events at each Library branch 
[kids.santaclaritalibrary.com]. 

Santa Clarita Public Library expanded the main digital collection website housing eBooks 
and audiobooks to also include separate sites for children and teen digital materials. The new 
sites filter the overall digital collection to provide Children’s and Young Adult content in a safe 
and easy search for young Library patrons.  
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August 2014 

The Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library hosted first-time author, Yangsze Choo, who 
spoke about her highly acclaimed novel, The Ghost Bride, which has been recognized as 
Oprah.com’s “Book of the Week,” Indie Next List pick, Good Housekeeping August Book Pick, 
Glamour Magazine Beach Read, The Bookseller Editor’s Pick, and Library Journal Barbara’s 
Pick.  

During August, the Santa Clarita Public Library offered many programs, from health classes 
to senior classes. The Valencia branch hosted three different health classes where Library 
patrons learned about health via print and electronic resources. In addition, Senior Citizens 
participated in BABE Book Club and learned computer basics at hands-on computer training 
classes at the Newhall Library.  

September 2014 

The Update Report for the Santa Clarita Public Library Strategic Service Plan Fiscal Years 
2011-14 was completed. This report identifies the recommended service priorities and goals for 
Fiscal Year 2011-14, along with highlights of some of the activities, programs, and services 
which were implemented by the Santa Clarita Public Library over the past three years to meet 
these strategic priorities and goals.  

Homework Help Parent Edition kicked-off at the Newhall Library in September and is a 
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant-funded program by the California 

State Library as a part of the Eureka! Leadership Institute. This program was a 
three-part, 10-week course for Spanish-speaking parents to learn about computers, 
English, and parenting skills to increase parental involvement with homework help at 
home. At the conclusion of the three-class series, 58% of parents had read to their 
children three or more times per week, 79% of parents assisted their child with 
homework three or more times per week, and 95% of parents checked their child’s 
homework three or more times per week. 

The 3rd Annual Science in September occurred at all three Library branches, 
featuring science-focused programs and activities for all age groups. Joe Francis, Ph.D. 

in Cellular Microbiology, taught classes that explored the physics of biology. “Diggin’ for 
Dinosaurs” provided opportunities to dig for dinosaur bones and look at some real fossils. 
Families were also invited to attend a three-session Curiosity Course that allowed families to 
work together to complete different “complex” engineering challenges. Margaret Vinci, Caltech 
Administrator, presented a free earthquake seminar that gave residents a better understanding 
of different magnitudes, threats, and warning systems that occur from natural disasters. 
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October 2014 

The Santa Clarita Public Library participated in this year’s Kid Expo on October 12. Kid Expo 
was a day of fun for children and adults presented by the Child and Family Center. The Library 
booth included teen volunteers helping at the Expo and was popular with kids and adults 
learning about the services provided at the Santa Clarita Public Library. 

In honor of National Friends of Library Week, the 
Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library were 
acknowledged by the City Council for their efforts 
and volunteer service supporting the Santa Clarita 
Public Library at the City Council meeting on 
October 14. The Mayor also proclaimed 
October 19-25 as Friends of Library Week. 

November 2014 

The Old Town Newhall Library featured artwork of students from College of the Canyons 
(COC) for the California Dreaming Art Exhibit. COC 2D illustration students from the 
college’s Multimedia Design Department explored the idea of the California dream in a variety 
of drawing styles that use digital as well as traditional methods. 

Through a partnership between the City, Santa Clarita Valley Education Foundation, 
and California Credit Union, the 8th Annual Literacy and Arts Festival was held at 

the Old Town Newhall Library. This festival provided entertainment, education, 
and activities to encourage, promote, and expose the importance of literacy 
and the arts to all ages. Activities included storybook characters, storytellers, 
performers, music to enjoy and instruments to explore, booths, exhibits, a 
book-swap area, and interactive demos emphasizing the arts and literature.  

The Citizens Public Library Advisory Committee (CPLAC) held their last 
meeting of 2014 on November 13. The agenda included a review of Library statistics; 

marketing report on Library programs, services, and events; presentation of digital reader’s 
advisory resources; and an update report on the Library Strategic Plan community focus 
meetings.  

The Santa Clarita Public Library was on the agenda for the November 13, Arts Commission 
meeting. Library staff presented an overview of the programs and services offered at the three 
branches of the Santa Clarita Public Library featuring art, culture, and literature programs.  
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December 2014 

All the community meetings on the new Library Strategic Plan and the online survey 
requesting public feedback were finalized in November. The Santa Clarita Public Library 
continued its work on the development of the new “draft” three-year strategic plan to advance 
and expand the programs and services at all three branches from 2015-2018. 

The second annual Gingerbread House Contest hosted by the Friends of Library was held 
for participants of all ages at the Valencia Library. Gingerbread programs included a cookie-
decorating event for kids and gingerbread-house workshops for all patrons.   

In anticipation of the release of The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies, all three branches 
offered free programs, movie screenings, and literary discussions including: a hobbit 

scavenger hunt in each Library branch, a special presentation by Tolkien expert, 
Cliff Broadway, who presented “The Hobbit – Then and Now,” a review of all 
adaptations of The Hobbit story, and Professor Diana Glyer’s presentation on 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s friendship with C.S. Lewis and how their relationship influenced 
the books. 

The culmination was a private screening of the movie, The Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies, attended by over 200 Library patrons who won tickets by participating in 

the special Hobbit activities.  

January 2015 

Winter/Spring programming at the Santa Clarita Public Library began on January 12, with 
programs including: Baby and Toddler Storytime, School Readiness Storytime, Just for 2s and 
3s Storytime, Bilingual Storytime, Pajama Storytime, Homework Help, Lego Days, Bring Your 
Own Device, Read to Dogs, and Science Club. 

Our community was able to meet and interact with 50 local authors who were available to chat 
and sign books during the Celebration of Local Authors at Old Town Newhall Library. There 
were also great discussions, children’s stories, and poetry readings enjoyed by 500 patrons. 
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February 2015 

On February 7, the Old Town Newhall Library hosted the 2nd Annual Antique Appraisal day. 
Library patrons had an opportunity to bring their collectible/antique to get an 

appraisal from an experienced and expert appraiser. All proceeds from this 
event benefited the Friends of the Library. This event was a huge success, 

with the line wrapping around the building! 

On February 22, the Valencia Library hosted a Chinese Lunar New-Year 
Celebration. Four hundred patrons enjoyed a thrilling line-up of lion 

dancers, Chinese musicians and singers, a Chinese folktale storyteller, 
crafts and more. This event was sponsored by Friends of the Library and the City 

of Santa Clarita Cultural Landscape funding.  

March 2015 

The Libraries engaged Santa Clarita residents of all ages in One Story, One City, a City-wide 
discussion about one story - In the Heart of the Sea, by Nathaniel Philbrick. Many exciting, free 
programs were offered throughout the month by all three Library branches: 

Long Beach “Aquarium on Wheels” was a very exciting and popular event that took 
place at the Westfield Valencia Town Center. Patrons had the opportunity to 

experience the wonders of the sea at the traveling exhibit with live tide-pool 
creatures. 

 A Visit with Gianna Marino took place at the Canyon Country and Valencia 
Libraries. She is the award-winning author of Following Papa’s Song. Children 
had the chance to meet this children’s book author and illustrator and listen to 

her read from her work. 

Engineering Aboard Wooden Whaling Ships offered hands-on demonstrations 
of the engineering basics needed to crew a wooden whaling ship in the 1800s. 

Families experimented by raising and lowering sails, yards and spars, and work with pulleys 
and block and tackle. 

In preparation for the City of Santa Clarita’s Earth Arbor Day, the Libraries held a special event 
tied to the “Make Time for the Earth” theme. From March 28-30, the three Library branches 
hosted, “Recycle It Into Art!” which allowed families to make an art piece of recycled 
materials that the Libraries supplied. All the finished works were entered in the City’s Earth 
Arbor Day Recycled Work of Art Contest, held at the Earth Arbor Day Festival. 
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April 2015 

In addition to the exciting events the Cowboy Festival offered this year, the Santa Clarita 
Public Libraries hosted some fun events to keep up the cowboy theme throughout the City. The 
Valencia Library held a Cowboy and Cowgirl Day for families. The Newhall Library held a 

cowboy-inspired poetry craft event for adults and a Cowboy Adventuring program for 
children. 

The Canyon Country Library hosted a family festival celebrating the 4th 
Annual Dia de Los Niños/Dia de los Libros (Childrens Day/Book Day). 
The event featured Nathalia Palis, a bilingual children’s music singer 
songwriter, American dancing, crafts, storytelling, and face painting. This 
international event emphasized literacy for children of all cultural 
backgrounds by celebrating children, reading, and families. 

The City of Santa Clarita was awarded a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certificate for the Old Town Newhall 

Library’s efficient and sustainable features. Designed to use one-third less energy 
than a typical library, the building was singled out for its “cutting-edge design practices.” 

Library staff outreached to the community in April by attending five Hart District open houses 
and speaking to over 400 people about the programs and services offered by the Santa Clarita 
Public Library.  The Library also staffed a booth at the Earth/Arbor Day Festival and interacted 
with approximately 350 people, visited Santa Clarita Valley International School to talk about 
the Library’s databases and online web research to approximately 50 students, and attended 
the LA County Resources Fair in Newhall to share information on the 
Library’s programs and services. 

May 2015 

The Santa Clarita Public Library and the California Youth 
Chess League partnered to present a chess competition at 
the Valencia Library. 

At the Old Town Newhall Library, Friends of the Library hosted 
Cozy Dinner with Cozy Crime Authors. The panel of cozy 
crime and mystery authors, Connie Archer, Betty Hechtman, Sue 
Ann Jaffarian, and Diane Vallere discussed their books. 
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     June 2015 

The 2015 Summer Reading Program, “Read to the Rhythm,” began on June 8 
and continued into the end of July.  For this event, 4,000 people registered, a 
significant increase in the adult signups compared to last year.  In addition to the 
music-themed programs and activities, the Santa Clarita Public Library (SCPL) 
hosted a special off-site Summer Reading Program event. Wild Wonders presents 
Jungle Boogie occurred at Golden Valley High School on June 22. Attendees 
experienced the unique sights and sounds of the rainforest and its inhabitants and 
learned about the rhythm of this very special ecosystem.  Another special program 
included in the Summer Reading Program was a 45-minute presentation of great 
music by a quartet from the Santa Clarita Philharmonic. 

In June, 11 staff members from the SCPL attended the American Library 
Association Annual Conference in San Francisco, a national conference for 
various types of libraries.  It was attended by 12,000 librarians, and they learned 
about “Transforming Our Libraries” though meeting with vendors, authors, and 
publishers, as well as attending programs and conferences. 

The Library collaborated with the Community Services Division of the City of Santa Clarita, the 
City’s Youth Advisory Committee (YAC), and the SCV Senior Center on an Intergenerational 
Project. Teens from YAC, teen Library volunteers, and Teen Advisory Board (TAB) members, 
interviewed and filmed seniors at the center and compiled the information into life stories.  
Karen Cruze, the Library’s Community Outreach Coordinator, lead the teens in compiling these 
fascinating oral histories.  Phase one of the project began with six people interviewed in June 
and continued with interviews scheduled through July and August. 

The Santa Clarita Public Library added two new services that enhance the Library customer 
experience with digital magazines and streaming video: Flipster and Overdrive. Patrons can 
enjoy magazines and videos from anywhere and at any time by just using their Library card. 

 

 
 

 



uluioiuoui 

 

 

Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library  Pg. 11 

Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library 
 

The Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library continued to grow membership and 
supported the Library by fundraising and presenting various programs and 

events. The Friends of the Library also operate the used-book stores in each 
Library branch with 100% volunteer support and hold special bag sales and 
book auctions throughout the year and raised $47,314 in Fiscal Year 2014-
15. They also financially sponsored several large Library events such as: 
 

Summer Reading Program 
One City, One Story 

Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration 
The Hobbit programming and movie event 

 
In December, the 2nd Annual Gingerbread House Contest returned, and entries 

more than doubled for this event. January welcomed back the 2nd Annual Local Author 
Celebration with 50 authors participating. In February, the popular 2nd Annual Antique 
Appraisal Day returned at the Newhall Library.  

 
In 2014, the Friends hosted many popular authors including New York Times best-selling 
author, W. Bruce Cameron, in support of the Summer Reading Program theme, “Paws to 
Read.” In August, award-winning author, Yangsze Choo, “The Ghost Bride,” participated in an 
author program at the Canyon Country Library. High-octane New York Times best-selling 
thriller author, Greg Hurwitz, concluded his nation-wide tour of his newest novel with an author 
event at the Valencia Library in September. The last author program for 2014 welcomed 
“Freud’s Mistress” authors, Karen Mack and Jennifer Kaufman, at the Valencia Library. 
 
The Friends hosted A Cozy Dinner with Cozy Crime and Mystery Authors for the first time. 
The panel featured best-selling authors Connie Archer, Sue Ann Jaffarian, Diane Vallere, and 
Betty Hechtman who were joined by Entertainment Weekly’s author and SCV resident, 
Anthony Breznican, who served as the moderator. 
 
The Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library were recognized for their support of the Library at 
the October 2014 City Council Meeting.  
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Citizens Public Library Advisory Committee 
 
The role of the Citizens Public Library Advisory Committee (CPLAC) is to advise the Santa 
Clarita Public Library on issues of local interest and concern for the benefit of the community 
and Santa Clarita Public Libraries.  These issues may include, but are not limited to, policy 
matters, collections, services, and facilities.   
 
The Library advisory members are committed to increase community awareness of the Santa 
Clarita Public Library, and through their observations and suggestions, advise the City 
Librarian about what the Library is doing well and what needs improvement.  
 
The CPLAC holds quarterly meetings, and in Fiscal Year 2014-15 they met as follows: 
  

 August 2014 - Reviewed and discussed the Library Fiscal Year 2013-14 statistics, held 
a presentation on biography and scholastic databases, and provided an update on 
Library Plans and Needs Assessment. 
  

 September 2014 – Held a special meeting to welcome and introduce the Saugus 
Action Committee (SAC), as well as Linda Demmers, the City’s Library Consultant.  
This meeting served as a visioning session to discuss the SCPL Strategic Plan, Facility 
Master Plan, and Needs Assessment for the proposed Saugus Library.   
 

 November 2014 – Reviewed and discussed Library statistics, overview on upcoming 
events including The Hobbit and One Book One Story, and received an update on the 
new Library Strategic Plan. 
 

 February 2015 – Reviewed and discussed Library statistics, overview on upcoming 
events including Chinese New Year, database presentations, and received an update 
on the new SCPL Strategic Plan, Facility Master Plan, and Needs Assessment for the 
proposed Saugus Library.  
 

 May 2015 – Introduced Kelly Behle as the new City Librarian, discussed Library 
statistics and the new “Read to the Rhythm” Summer Reading Program, and had a 
presentation from Linda Demmers on the feedback received to date from members of 
the community on the proposed Saugus Library. 

 
A focus of the CPLAC in Fiscal Year 2015-16 will be to continue their participation with the 
Santa Clarita Public Library on planning efforts related to the proposed Saugus Library. 
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Contact Information 
Online 

WWW.SANTACLARITALIBRARY.COM 

By Phone 

(661) 259-0750 

In Person 

Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy Library 
18601 Soledad Canyon Road 
Santa Clarita, CA  91351 
 
Old Town Newhall Library 
24500 Main Street 
Santa Clarita, CA  91321 
 
Valencia Library 
23743 W. Valencia Boulevard 
Santa Clarita, CA  91355  

 

By Email 
 

Kelly Behle 

City Librarian 

kbehle@santaclaritalibrary.com 

Gina Roberson 

Valencia Library Branch Manager 

groberson@santaclaritalibrary.com 

Erin Christmas 

Old Town Newhall Library Branch Manager 

echristmas@santaclaritalibrary.com 

 

Maria Manigbas 

Canyon Country Library Branch Manager 

mmanigbas@santaclaritalibrary.com 

 
Friends of Santa Clarita Public Library 
friends@santaclaritalibrary.com 
 

Citizens Public Library Advisory Committee 
CPLAC@santa-clarita.com 
 

 
Santa Clarita Public Library Annual Report Fiscal Year 2014-15 

 

Prepared by: Benny Ives, Interim Management Analyst, City of Santa Clarita 

       Rebecca Bernstorff, Administrative Intern, City of Santa Clarita 


